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-'URGENT < 

Bomb reported in Damascus, as many as 1£ killed< 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ A bomb exploded aboard a bus in the 
Syrian capital Damascus, wounding dozens of people and killing 
as many as 12, sources said Thursday. 

The explosion occurred New Year’s Eve near the Baramkeh 
station in the city’s center, the sources said. But the Syrian 
government has yet to issue any report on the blast. 

At least 40 people were taken to hospital after the explosion 
and reports are that eight to 12 were killed, the sources said. 

They said the bus was headed for the northern city of Aleppo. 

''MORE < 
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''BC-Syr i a-Bl ast, 1st Add 

''CAIRO: of Aleppo. < 

No one has claimed responsibility for the bombing. 

It follows a series of attacks on Syrian interests in 
Lebanon, where right-wing Christians are strongly opposed to the 
control exercised by Damascus over the Lebanese government. 

In the last two weeks, bombings aimed at Syrians in Lebanon 
left one person dead and seven wounded. The Syrian-backed 
government arrested more than 60 people connected to Christian 
groups opposed to Syria’s role in the country. Most have since 
been released. 

Syria has some 40,000 soldiers in Lebanon and is the main 
power broker in the neighboring country. 

'•MORE < 
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■'CAIRO: neighboring country. < 

Officials in Lebanon’s Syrian-backed government have 
suggested the explosions came after meetings between Lebanese 
Christian and Israeli officials. Syria remains the most 
hard-line foe of the Jewish state. 

The Syrian government of President Hafez Assad often does not 
respond to reports of violence in the country. 

Last May, a series of car bombs were reported to have 
exploded in Damascus and the Mediterranean port of Latakia. The 
Syrian government never acknowledged the blasts, but the reports 
prompted the U.S. State Department to issue a warning to 
American to exercise caution while in Syria. 

The London-based Arabic daily Al-Hayat reported that no one 
was hurt in the car bombs. It said one bomb exploded in the 
Damascus suburb of Basatin near the house of Abdullah Ocalan, 
leader of the main Kurdish group fighting for independence in 
southeastern Turkey. His presence in Syria has angered 
neighboring Turkey. 

After the bombings, Al-Hayat said, Syrian police rounded up 
about SO Syrians of Turkish origin, suggesting that Syria 
suspected a Turkish role in the blasts. The Turkish government 
denied any responsibility. 

At the time tensions were high between Syria and Turkey 
because of a dispute over the waters of the Euphrates River and 
a military cooperation agreement signed by Turkey with Israel. 
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•'Bomb reported in Damascus, as many as 12 killed < 

'•Eds: COMBINES urgent series, CLARIFIES in 3rd graf that sources 
in Syria, MINOR editing. < 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ A bomb exploded aboard a bus in the 
Syrian capital Damascus, wounding dozens of people and killing 
as many as 12, sources said Thursday. 

The explosion occurred New Year’s Eve near the Baramkeh bus 
station in the city’s center, the sources said. But the Syrian 
government has yet to issue any report on the blast. 

At least 40 people were taken to hospital after the 
explosion, and reports are that eight to 12 were killed, said 
the sources, who were reached by telephone in Damascus. They 
said the bus was headed for the northern city of Aleppo. The 
sources insisted on anonymity. 

No one has claimed responsibility for the bombing. 

The blast followed a series of attacks on Syrian interests in 
Lebanon, where right-wing Christians are strongly opposed to the 
control exercised by Damascus over the Lebanese government. 

In the last two weeks, bombings aimed at Syrians in Lebanon 
left one person dead and seven wounded. The Syrian-backed 
government arrested more than 60 people connected to Christian 
groups opposed to Syria’s role in the country. Most have since 
been released. 

Syria has some 40,000 soldiers in Lebanon and is the main 
power broker in the neighboring country. 

Officials in Lebanon’s Syrian-backed government have 
suggested the explosions came after meetings between Lebanese 
Christians and Israeli officials. Syria remains the most 
hard-line foe of the Jewish state. 

The Syrian government of President Hafez Assad often does not 
respond to reports of violence in the country. 

Last May, a series of car bombs were reported to have 
exploded in Damascus and the Mediterranean port of Latakia. The 
Syrian government never acknowledged the blasts, but the reports 
prompted the U.S. State Department to issue a warning to 
American to exercise caution while in Syria. 

The London-based Arabic daily Al-Hayat reported that no one 
was hurt in the car bombs. It said one bomb exploded in the 
Damascus suburb of Basatin near the house of Abdullah Ocalan, 
leader of the main Kurdish group fighting for independence in 
southeastern Turkey. His presence in Syria has angered 
neighboring Turkey. 

After the bombings, Al-Hayat said, Syrian police rounded up 
about QO Syrians of Turkish origin, suggesting that Syria 
suspected a Turkish role in the blasts. The Turkish government 
denied any responsibility. 

At the time tensions were high between Syria and Turkey 
because of a dispute over the waters of the Euphrates River and 
a military cooperation agreement signed by Turkey with Israel. 
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''DAMASCUS: as saying. < 

Israel suspended peace talks with Syria last February amid a 
wave of suicide bombings in Israel blamed on Palestinian 
extremists. Israeli military officials have warned in recent 
weeks that war with the Jewish state’s belligerent neighbor was 
possible. 

The statement carried by SANA said that 11 of the victims of 
the bombing were from a single family. It did not identify the 
family by name or give a breakdown on dead and injured. 

The statement said nothing about any suspects being arrested 
There have been no claims of responsibility for the incident 

•'•MORE < 
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''DAMASCUS: the incident. < 

Earlier reports from sources reached by telephone in Damascus 
had said that as many as 1£ died in the bombing, which occurred 
at midday Tuesday near the Baramkeh bus station in the city’s 
cent er. 

The Syrian news agency said the bus had just left the station 
en route to the northern city of Aleppo when the blast occurred. 

''Mossad agents took the opportunity of preparations for 
celebrating the New Year and the gathering of people ... and put 
a bomb inside a bus, which exploded shortly after the bus began 
moving toward Aleppo,’’ the agency said. 

It added: ''They add this crime to their file, which is full 
of organized terrorism.’’ 

The statement said the bus had been on a route from Beirut, 
Lebanon, to Aleppo but had been changed effective Tuesday to 
travel from Damascus to Aleppo. 

The incident followed a series of attacks on Syrians in 
Lebanon, where right-wing Christians are strongly opposed to the 
control exercised by Damascus over the Lebanese government. 

In the last two weeks, bombings aimed at Syrians in Lebanon 
left one person dead and seven wounded. The Syrian-backed 
government arrested more than 60 people connected to Christian 
groups opposed to Syria’s role in the country. Most have since 
been released. 

Syria has some 40,000 soldiers in Lebanon and is the main 
power-broker in the neighboring country. 

Media reports in Lebanon have linked the anti-Syria campaign 
to meetings between Lebanese Christians and Israeli officials. 

The Christians allegedly involved have denied any such meetings 
took place, 
bm-eap < 
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'-URGENT < 

'-Precede CAIRO< 

'-Syria blames Israeli agents for bombing, says 9 dead and 44 
injured < 

'Eds; UPDATES with Syrian government statement on bombing, 

CHANGES overline and dateline. < 

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) __ Syria on Thursday said that a bus 
bombing in the capital earlier in the week took the lives of 9 
people and injured 44. 

The statement by an unnamed government source, carried on the 
official Syrian Arab News Agency, blamed the New Year’s Eve 
bombing on agents of Israel’s Mossad intelligence service. 

It was Syria’s first official comment on the blast. 

''This terrorist, criminal, cowardly act comes amid the 
escalation of Israeli threats by a number of Israeli officials 
lately aiming to kill the peace process,’’ the agency quoted the 
source as saying. 

-MORE < 
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DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) 
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'''Syrian bombing is a Middle East who-done-it < 

-"By G. G. LaBELLE= 

"Associated Press Writer- 

CAIRO, Egypt <AP> _ Figuring out who planted the bomb in the 
Syrian capital of Damascus is like trying to solve a mystery 
when almost everyone has a motive. 

□nee the bombing was made public Thursday _ two days after it 
killed 11 people and wounded 44 __ Syria predictably blamed 
longtime enemy Israel. Just as predictably, Israel denied it. 

Israel’s denial rings truer in the West than it does to many 
Arabs because of longtime Arab-Israeli enmity. But Syria also 
has many Arab enemies who could try to put a bomb in President 
Hafez Assad’s tightly controlled capital. 

Many Lebanese hate Assad for his rule over their country. 
Syria has a decades-long dispute with Iraq. At home, Islamic 
radicals oppose Assad’s secularism, and majority Sunni Muslims 
resent being governed by the president’s tiny Alawite sect. 

That’s just for starters; Assad has built up a long list of 
enemies in the quarter-century he has maneuvered for advantage 
in the turbulent Middle East. 

The flavor of Assad’s tight control of Syria can be seen in 
the way news of the explosion reached most of his countrymen. 

A bus blows up in broad daylight Tuesday in downtown 
Damascus. Nothing is mentioned in government-run newspapers or 
television until word leaks to the outside world two days later. 

Suddenly and surrealistical1y, the official media _ for most 
Syrians, their only source of inf 0 Y n mat ion __ begin showing 
pict ures. 

On Friday, a headline in the government Al-Thawra declares 
the blast 'a terroristic and cowardly act carried out by agents 
of the Mossad.’’ 

Outspoken foes of Syria include right-wing Lebanese 
Christians, who colluded with Israel before its 198£ invasion of 
Lebanon. 

Several explosions in the past two weeks have hit Syrian 
interests in Christian areas of Lebanon, killing one person and 
wounding seven. The Syrian-backed Lebanese government rounded up 
Christian rightists for questioning, and officials hinted 
through the media that Israel was to blame. 

When Syria made the same charge about the Damascus bombing, 
Israel called it ''a complete lie,’’ and the United States 
demanded that Syria show proof for the 'wild and irresponsible 
charge.’’ 

No proof has been forthcoming, and none may ever - ' be. 

Given the Middle East’s feuds and factions, the Damascus 
bombing may well remain a mystery. 

G.G. LaBelle has covered the Middle East since 1983. 
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